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After consultation, the present appUcation pending to the present appeal 
case should be rejected for the following reasons. Should you have opinions 
against this, please submit an argument within sixty days from the dispatch date of 
this notification. 



REASONS 

1. This appUcation does not satisfy provisions of the Patent Law Clauses 4 

and 6, Article 36 because the specification and drawings are deficient in the 
following point. 

NOTE 

It is unclear what is meant by "image quality" in claims 1 and 6. Only the 
disclosed in embodiments are color reproduction in color image and gradation 
reproduction in monochrome image, and it is unclear whether there is any other 
image quahty in addition to them. Especially, it seems that the appellant 
recognizes resolution is a sort of "image quahty" considering the fact: that appellant 
argued in the Amendment (formahties) of July 9, Hei 14 that "in the cited invention 
according to the reference 1 (Japanese Un-examined Patent Pubhcation No. Hei 
7-225660; Noted by Appeal board) a printer having identical quality is searched 
when proxy output is carried out" (page 5, hnes 20-21) and "the cited invention of 



the reference 1 and the present invention share generic object that makes qualities 
of outputted images identical each other in proxy printing" (from bottom hne of page 
5 to first line of page 6); and that a printer having resolution equal to the original 
printer is searched in the invention disclosed in so called reference 1. Nevertheless, 
it is so much difficult to achieve the resolution identical to the original printer when 
the other printer does not support the resolution identical to the original printer. 

If it is true, the detailed description of the invention does not describe each 
present invention in detail so that person skilled in the art can embody it in a case 
where the "image quality" is to include resolution; on the other hand, the boundary 
of what "image quality" means should be clarified in the claim when the "image 
quaht/' is not to be include resolution. 

2. The inventions relating the claims 1-10 of this application are unpatentable 

under the Patent Law Clause 2, Article 29, because these inventions woidd have 
been easily invented by a person having ordinarily skill in the art to which the 
invention pertains before the application, based on the invention described in the 
references 1 through 4 distributed or made available to the pubhc in Japan or 
elsewhere prior to the filing of the patent application. 

• Reference 1^ Japanese Un-examined Patent Publication No. Hei 7-152521 

• Reference 2: Japanese Un-examined Patent Publication No. Hei 7-95427 

• Reference 3: Japanese Un-examined Patent Publication No. Hei 9-200544 

• Reference 4: Japanese Un-examined Patent Publication No. Hei 10 75373 
(Remarks) 

In the reference 1, proxy printing with the font identical to the print by the 
original printer is disclosed. In a case of proxy printing, it is obvious that it is 
preferable that image qualities such as color reproduction and so on as well as font 
would not be changed between the print quahty levels of before and after the printer 
change. 

In the references 2 through 4, arts of color reproduction without 
dependency of printer characteristics. Especially, in reference 2, transformation 
from L*a*b* to YMCdO image on the side of print server is disclosed. 

Since color reproduction woxild not be changed in the proxy print if the arts 
described in references 2 through 4 is adopted to the invention described in 
reference 1, there is sufficient motivation to adopt the art. Since YMC(K) image 
for printing out would be different printer by printer, it is necessary to generate 



different YMC(K) image when proxy print is conducted? therefore, this corresponds 
to providing on the server side "data transforming means" in the each invention of 
the present appUcation. 

Although neither of the above described references directly discloses 
gradation reproduction in monochrome image, because color reproduction in color 
image means changing densities of YMC(K) printer by printer,* on the other hand, 
and gradation in monochromic image means density reproduction on single color, it 
is not essentially different from color reproduction, and it would be merely design 
choice when the image is to be monochrome. 



Please contact to the following if you have any inquiry regarding the 
contents of this notice. 

Toshiaki Tsuda 
Appeal Examiner 

Sixth Department, Appeal Division 

Tel. 03 (3581) 1101 Ext. 3706 Fax. 03 (3580) 8019 
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